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HE firſt mention we find of David, is 
in 1 Sam. chap. xvi. where the Lord 


long wilt thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have 
ce rejected him from reigning over Iſrael? Fill 
c thine horn with oyl, and go, I will ſend thee 
&« to ſeſſe the Bethlehemite; for I have pro- 
“ vided me a King among his ſons. And Sa- 
© muel ſaid, how can I go? if Saul hears it, he 
& will kill me.” Then the Lord forms a pre- 
rence of facrifice to him, and ſays, Take an 
ce heiter with thee, and ſay, I am come to ſa- 
ce crifice unto the Lord. And call Jeſſe unto 


ſpeaks to Samuel, and ſays; © How 


tc the ſacrifice, and I will ſhow rhee what thou 


* ſhaltdo, And thou ſhalt anoint to me him, 
c whom I jhall name unto thee.” 

Afterward we find Samuel went to Berh- 
lehem, unto Jetle, as the Lord commanded, and 
had all his family brought betore him, and the 
Lord inſtructed him which ro chule; and he 
. choſe David, the youngeſt of the ſeven ; (the 
it] B names 


* 
* 
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1 SAM. names of the other brothers were Eliab, Abi- 


XVI. 


ver. 13. Zeruiah bare 


venge, 
of 400 years before, in the time of Moſes, and 


nadab, Shammah, Nathanael, Raddai and Ozem, 
and the two ſiſters were Zeruiah and Abigail. 

Joad, and Abigail bare Amaſa. 
And © Samuel took the horn of oy1, and anoint- 


- ©« ed him in the midſt of his brethren. And the 


ce ſpirit of the Lord came upon David from that 
1 ran forward.“ | 

The cauſe given of the Lord's diſpleaſure 
with Saul is, by deceiving him, and nor exe-, 
curing his fierce commands towards the Ama- 
lekites, in its full extent. Though I think Saul ex- 
ecuted his commiſ/jon in a manner not to be blamed, 
(if the Lord delighted ever ſo much in the blood 
of the Amalekites) for we find in the preceding 
chapter, ver. 4. © That Saul gathered an army of 
210,000 men, and attacked the Amalekites, took 
Agag their king alive, and utterly deſtroyed all 
his people with the edge of the ſword. But we are 
taught to believe God was not ſatisfied with this, 
becauſe Agag was not lain alſo, and likewiſe 
becauſe they did nor deſtroy their goods and 
cattle, for his commands were, 'To go and 
c ſmite Amalek, (meani the Amalekites ) 


and utterly deſtroy all they have, and to 


<« ſpare them not; but to ſlay both man and 
« woman, infant and ſuckling, ox and ſhee 
&« camel and aſs.“ And all this cruelty and 
flaughrer, we find, is out of a piece of re- 
for what their forefathers were guilty 


which was no other fault, than becauſe they 


were fearful of letting the Iſraelites (a body of 


above 600,000 ighring men, beſides women and 
children) paſs through their terricories in their 
way from Egypt to the Land of Canaan; which 


I think was but prudent ; but if it was 4 fault, I 


think they were pretty well puniſhed for it, for 


ve find that Joſhua flew Amalek then, and = 
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— le with the edge of the ſword ; for we 1 SAM. 
, Exod. xvii. © That, during the battle, ., 


% Moſes, Aaron, and Hur, went up on a hill 
5 hard by, and that the Amalekites were de- 
6e ſtroyed all the time he held up his hands; 
and ſuch was their fury, that when his hands 
6 began to be heavy and tired, they put a ſtone 
© under him to ſupport him, and he far thereon, 
© and Aaron — Hur ſtayed up his hands, 
& till the going down of the ſun.” But for 
all this ſlaughter we find God to be ſo ex- 
ceeding wrath and revengeful that he bids 
Moſes write it in a book, and rehearſe it in the 
ears of Joſhua, that he will atterly put out the 
remembrance of Amalck from under Heaven, 
and ſwears that he will have war with Amalek 
— generation to generation. A bard Caſe / 
bur ſo we find is related. I think it is a pity, 
thoſe poor unbappy people were not totally deftroyed 


at that time, or that they never were born. How- 


ever to go on, Saul we find linned in nor ful- 
filing Gods orders, by ſaving the life of Agag, 
and tho' Saul humbles himſelf to the Lord be- 
fore Samuel, and prays for pardon in this his 
offence, yer, if we look in the preceding chapter, 
he is not forgiven, for when he ſays to Samuel, 
5 Turn again with me, that I may worſhip the 
& Lord.” Samuel fays, I will not return 
*© with thee, for thou haſt rejected the word ot 
* the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee 
* from being king over Iſrael.” And when 
Samuel turns from him to go, the king pitiouſly 
takes hold of the ſkirts of his mantle for him to 
ſtay, and give him ſome comfort under this his 
affliction, bur he proudly or erally makes an- 
ſwer again and ſays, * the Lord hath rent the 
kingdom of {racl from the this day, and hath 
«© given it to Wighbour of thine that is better 
5 than thou; the king meekly anſwers and ſays, 
M B 2 Tho' 


bak 
1SAM. 


'xv1. 
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6 'Tho'I have ſinned, yet honour me now I pray 
ce the before the elders of my people and be fore 


all Iſrael, and turn again with me that I may 


& worſhip the Lord thy God; at laſt Samuel 
conſents and turns to Saul, and Saul worſhips 
the Lord ; then Samuel hanghtily fays to the 
king, © bring hither unto me Agag, the king of 
& the Amalekites, and Agag was brought unto - 


him accordingly ; “ and he came in delicately or 


ce pleaſantly,” and with a confidence in the 


| kings mercy, ſaid, ** ſurely the bitterneſs of 
“ death is paſt.” And Samuel anlwered, “ Ag 


ning player on the Harp; 


* thy ſword hath made women childleſs, fo 
« ſhall thy Mother be childleſs alſo.” A very 
inhuman and unjuſt anſwer, for it was not Agag 


that did the deed, and was nothing but what I re- 


lated before, on the old ſcore in the time of Moſes. 
Nevertheleſs, however innocent poor Agag 
was, we find he ſuffered for the ſin (if any) of 


his fore father Amalek ; however he is delivered 


up to Samuel, and he nor only kills him, but cruel- 
ly &« hews him in poets.” (as is faid) © beiore 
ce the Lord in Gilgal.” After which Samuel 
departs from Saul, and goes to his dwelling at 
Ramah, and comes no more to ſee Saul to the 
Day of his death, but we find notwithſtandiug 
Saul's repentance, and the ſacrifice of Agag, the 
Lord ſtill repents that he hath made Saul king 
over lirael. A ſad inſtance of Gods revenge . if 
true. TI 0 | 
But to return to David.— After Saul had 
anointed him king. Samuel departs from Beth- 
lehem and returns to Ramah, and as for Saul, 
we find, © that the ſpirit of the Lord departs 
<« from Saul, and an evil ſpirit from the Lord 
& troubled him.” and Sauls ſervants ſaw the 
trouble of the King and faid, * Ler our Lord 
& command us to ſeek out a mii who is a cun- 
it ſhall come 
| 2 
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cg to paſs when the evil ſpirit of God is upon 1 SAM. 
cc —— thar he ſhall play with his hard — * | 
& thou thalt be well,” This looks like- a' piece 
of cunning and treachery of SamuePs, to bring into 
aotice his little favourite David, whom be 2557 
for the throne; for how ſhould Saul's ſervants, unleſs 
inſtigated by ſome Prieſt, think that the evil ſpirit 
*phich God bad afflitied him with, would be driven 
away by the ſound of a man's playing upon the harp. 
I will allow the power fans to be very great 
but not powerful enough to alter the will and purpoſe 
of God. However, we find Saul ſends his ſer- 
vants to find out this Muſician, and they go 
and find David in a field, keeping his tather's 
theep, (they had their direction no doubt fron 
Samuel, or how ſhould they know ſo readily where to 
Ind him, due ſuppoſe bim at that time a raw country 
lad.) However, they find him, and bring him 
to Saul, and Saul inſtantly falls in love with 
him, and appoints him the honour öf being 
his armour bearer; «undoubtedly by SamuePs per- 
ſwaſion, or bow is it probable that the king 
confer juch a dignity upon a perſon, of bis age and 
inexperience, but we don't find he ever acted in 
that capacity. Saul afterwards ſpeaks to Jeſſe 
his father and ſays, Let David I pray thee, ver. 22 
«© be in my ſervice; for he hach found favour 
&« in my light.” And jeſſe conſents, and he 
ſeems then to enter again into his ſervice, (for 
be muſt be in bis ſervice before this, by being bis 
armour bearer) ſome time after the evil ſpirit ver. 23. 
& from God was upon Saul, and David took 
6 his harp and played with his hand, and the 
& evil ſpirit departed from him.” 

The next thing that happened after David Chap 13. 
was in Saul's ſervice, was, when the armies of 
the Iſraelites and Philiſtines was encamped and 
ready for battle, when there came out a cham- d 
pion tram the camp of the 2 

olia 


6 11.4 XTEW. os ' Txt 

1 SAM. Goliath of Gath, whoſe gigantic ſtature was ſix 
ü cubits and a ſpan in height, with an helmet ot 

WY braſs upon his Head, armed with a coat of mail, 
and the weight of the coat was 5ooo ſhekels ot 
braſs, and he had graves of braſs u his legs, 
and a target of braſs upon his ſhoulders, and the 
ſtaff of his ſpear was like a weaver's beam, and 
his ſpear's head weighed 600 ſheckels of iron, 
and one went before him bearing a ſhield, what 
weight that was we read nothing of, but if it was 
in proportion to the reſt, it myſt be what no man 
could lift but himſelf, or another like to himſelf, 
but we don't read of two, (however let that 


paſs,) this coloſſus (which none can equal but 
IT 


ing of Baſan,) came forth and with a thun- 
g voice, cried out to the armies of Iſrael, 
rer. 8. and ſaid unto them. Why are ye come out 

© to ſet your battle in array? am not I a Phi- 
& liſtine, and all you ſervants to Saul? chuſe 

you a man for you, and let him come down 

ver. 3. © to me. And it he be able to fight with, and 
« kill me, then will we be your ſervants, but 
ce if Iprevail, then ſhall ye be our ſervants; and 

© ſerve us. And Saul and his whole army was 

ce diſmayed, becauſe they had no perſen of like 

© ftature to encounter with him.“ I ſee no rea- 

ſon why the Jjrachtes ſhould fear on that account, 

or they were 10 way obliged to risk upon /engle 
combat, 10 gratify their enemy, unleſs by choice. 
However, we find them ina ſtrange conſterna- 

tion, what to do with this giant; we find 

David notwithſtanding his being ſo greatly 
careſs d and honoured by Saul in the preceding 
chapter, yet in this, (whether by his own will, 

or by Saul's we know not, ) is retired again from 

Saul's ſervice, and gone to his Fathers, in his 

old calliag of a ſhepherd, for at this troubleſome 
time, Jefie his father, ſends out three of his 

eldeſt brothers to follow Saul to — 
Jea ves 


— 
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leaves David behind, which ſhews he had no 
great opinion of his abilities, whatever Saub had 


by appointing him his armor | bearer, indeed v 


afterwards he was ſent to them, to carry ſome 
proviſons, but as for fighting he was 
to be too young. The Iſraelites ing they 
could — none to encounter this tath, 
were upon the point of fleeing. - Whereupon it 

is faid, David ſteps up unto them and aſke, 
cc What ſhall be the reward of that man. that 


< ſhall kill this rerible monſter /” the anſwer * 


was, © the king will enrich him with great 
< riches, give him his daughter, and make his 
“ fathers — — His elder bro- 
chers hearing him in that manner, grew 
jealous, and accuſed him of vanity and pride, and 
told him it would be better for him to — 
and mind the ſheep; nevertheleſs what 0 
noiſed, and came to the kings ear; and he ſent 
for him. And when he came in the kings pre- 
ſence he courageoully ſaid, Let no mans heart r. 
<« fail him becanſe of this Philiſtine, for I 


will encounter him,” and Saul ſaid, “ thou yer 33. 


art but a youth, and he is a man of ft 
“ and long experience.“ But David rephed, 
6 fear him not, young as I am, When I have 


ce been watching my tather's ſheep, I have pro- 3# 


<< rected\them trom the paws of the Lion and 
„ the Bear, and I doubt not but the Lord will 
4 make me overcome this Philiſtine alſo.” J 


think it remarkably firange if David performed 
theſe beroic attions, of protetfeng bis fathers it 
dus not more known and ſpread abroad, We don't 


ſind that Saul knew any thing of bis valour, by tobat 
he ſays to him, when he offers bis ſervice toencounter 
Goliath, nor even bis. father, or be would doultleſs - 
have ſent him to battle inſtead of bis brathers, or at 
leaſt with them, eſpecially as they were at ſuch 4 
great beſs for a champion. However we tind _ 


8 
1 $AM. this remarkable valour of his, David himſelf 
xvii. ſpeaks of, in the manner as is related. Where- 


upon Saul fays unto David, © Go and encounter 


ver. 27. 


. ver, 38. 


ver. 39. 


ver 40. 
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with him, and the Lord be with you. And he 
cc armed him, and put a helmet of braſs upon his 
head. And David girded his ſword upon his 
© armour, and aſſay'd to go, but he had not 
ic proved it, (meaning be bad not tricd bow they 
c fitted.) And he ſaid unto Saul, I cannot go 
ce vwith theſe, aud put them off, and took his ſtaff 
& in his hand, and choſe five ſmoorh ſtones 
< out of the brook, and put them in his ſhep- 


Far naw bag, and a fling in his hand, and away 
cc h 


went to meet the Philiſtine. And Goliath 


when he looked about, and ſaw the littleneſs of 
David, deſpiſed him. However, David en- 


counters, and overcomes him, for being a cun- 
ning man at ſlinging a ſtone, he hit Goliath with 
one in the forehead, and he tell on his face to the 
Earth. Then David runs and tramples on him 

takes Goliath's ſword out of his ſheath, and wich 
it, cuts off his head. And when the Philiſtines ſaw 
their champion was dead, they fled, that is not 


ſtanding to their agreement, of becoming Sauls ſer- 


vants, if their champion was overcome, and the 
Iſraelites purſued them as far as the gates of 
Ekron. Afterwards David takes the head and 
carries it to Jeruſalem. It is wy ſtrange and 
worthy to be remarked, that notwithſtanding Saul 
equips and ſends out David to encounter this Goliath, 
and he went from the king in ſo public a manner, as 
before the face of the whole army, that it ſhould not 
be. known, who he was; for we read, And 
© when Saul ſaw David go forth againft the 


„ Philiſtine, he ſaid unto Abner, (rhe cap- 
| tain of his hoſt) © Abner, whoſe ſon is this 


e youth? And Abner ſaid as my ſoul liveth, I 
cannot tell”, And the king faid - “ En- 


„ quire who the ſtripling is.” And as David 


returned 
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the hand, and brought him before Saul, with 


yur 
returned ſrom his victory, Abner took him by 1 SAM. 
Xy11. 


the head of the Philiſtine in his hand. Saul Www 


ſaid unto him, “ Whoſe ſon art thou young ver. 58. 


© man?” As if be had never ſeen him, not- 
withſtanding it has juſt been related, that be 
play d before hin: on the harp ; aſked bis father 
to keep him in his ervice, ſaid that he loved bim, 
confered the honour oa bim of being bis armour 
bearer, aud laſtly his ſetting him out for the eu- 
counter. Bur ſo we read, that neither he nor 
Abner, or any ot the army knew him, and ſo to 
make himſelf known, he at laſt anſ wers. I 
& am the ſon of thy ſervant Jelle. 


The next thing related is the great friend- Chap. 18. 


ſhip between David and Jonathan, (Saul's 
eldeſt ſon,) and they make a covenant of tideli- 
ty to each other, (tho* I think a very unnatural 
oue,) tor Jonathan (fo far from being jealous of 
him, as one ſhould imagine he would,) goes ſo 
tar as to ſtrip himſelf of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it unto David, even to his fword 
his bow, and girdle. What peculiar ſervice 
David had done to 2 we know not; 
but we find him very diligent in all Saul ſets him 
about, and much beloved by the people; 
Saul ſoon after enterrains a jealouſy of him, and 
one Day when “ the evil ſpirit from God,” came 
again upon Saul, he delired David as at other 
times before, to play to him upon his harp. And 


baving, “ a Javelin in his hand, he ſtruck at yer 10, 


© him, and thought to ſmite him, even unto the part 11, 


„wall. But David had the dexterity to avoid 
the blow, and ſlipped out of his preſence. Saul 
atterwards grows more atraid and jealous, 
ſo removes David further from him, arttully 
making him a captain over a thouſand, and tells 
him it he is valiant he will give him his eldeſt 
daughter, Merab, to 1 (thinking ſome time 
OT 


10 


1 SAM. 


xviii. 
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or other, he may ger {lain by the hands of his 
enemies, for he did not care to lay violent Hands 


WY on him himfelf for ſear of the people, knowing 


ver 18. 


they loved him.) David makes anſwer and 
ſays, © Whoam I? or what is my Family? that 
& I ſhould be ſon in law to the king ?” I ſuppoſe 
by this ſpeech, David forgets bis claim to the re- 
ward, offered bim to encounter Goliath, it muſt be 


ſuppoſed here, that neither he nor the Ling thought 


Chap. 1g. 


any thing of it; otherwiſe this diſcourſe laſt men- 
tioned could net have paſſed between them, Hows 
ever the King's mind alters, and juſt when he 
thould have eſpouſed her, according to this ſecond 
promiſe, he weds her to one Adriel, the 
Merholatite It is agreed afterwards that David 
ſhall have Michal, Saul's other daughter 
on condition he brought ro him an hundred 
foreſkins of the Philiſtines, which he accord. 
ingly does, (tho I thiak be had but little en- 
conragement to ſet out on the expedition, knowing 
bow he was cheated before,) however the king 
does not break his word this time, tor he gives 
him his daughter Michal to wife, tho' had 
much rather he had fell by rhe hands of his ene- 
mies, his enmity was ſo grear. 

Saul afterwards ſpeaks ro his fon Jonathan; 
and. to all his ſervants to kill David, (1 ſuppoſe 
ſectetly,) but Jonathan inſtead of complying 


with his Father's * informs David of the 


ver. 10. 


delign againſt him, and adviſes him to hide 
himſelf, and afterwards is ſo good as to 
perſwade his father ro a reconcilation. Some 
time alter, another war breaking out with rhe 
Philiſtines, he is ſent again to battle, ard 
returns again with victory. As a reward tor 
this piece of ſervice, the king grows again 


Jealous of him, tor it ſays; “ That the evil 


& Spirit from the Lord was upon him again, 
* and as he tat in lis houſe, wich the Javelin 
5 > in 
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in his Hand,” (the /econd time) “ he ſent 1 SAM. 


« again to David to play unto him, and while he 
&« was playing, he fought to ſmite him again 
© tothe wall. But David fled from him that 
* night alſo.” I don't think it probable that 
David after the miraculous eſcape be had made be- 
fore, would venture a ſecond time to play before him, 
while ſuch a weapon was in his hand as a javelin. 
Saul ſends metlengers after this to David's houſe, 
in the morning, to ſeek his life, bur Michal his 
wife having heard of the kings deſign, pre- 
ſerves him, by letting him down overnight out 
of the Window. and ſo he made his eſcape by 
flight. Michal artfully to prolong time, to fa- 
cilitate his eſcape, deceiveth her f 
meſſenger, with an image in David's Bed. David 
fled then ro Samuel, at Ramah, and tells him 
all that Saul had done unto him, and they de- 
parted from thence, and dwelt, I /uppgſe for 
more ſecurity, at Naioth. 


David ſome time after leaving Samuel, and Chap 20. 


returning to Jonathan, conſulteth with him 
about his ſafety, when they renew their cove- 
8 token to David, and Saul miſſiug 
David at his table, is writ in ſuch a confuſed 
odd manner there's no making ſenſe or mean- 
ing of ir, (it is not probable at all David thould 
come and ſet at Saul's table, to eat meat when 
the other was all the while ſeeking his life, ) 
However Jonathan and David's parting is a 
ſcene of true iriendhip. | 


David atter his departure from Jonathan goes Chap 21, 


to Abimelech the Prieſt, who was at Nob: David 
ſeeing there by accident, Doeg, Saul's chieteſt 
herdiman, flies the place, leait ne ſhould be dil- 


covered and taken; and goes to Achiſh, king ot 


Gath. How David ſponld fly to the king of Gato 
for protection is very firame, becauſs there be is in a 


2 their 


Pbiliſtine country, and 8 was the perſun that killel 


ather and his 


11 
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1 SAM their Champion, and otherwiſe did them at ſeveral 
xxl. other Times ſo much miſchief. We find he was 
not long there betore he was known, on which 
account he was fore atraid, and I think not with- 
cut reaſon, at length he was laid hold on and 
brought belore the king, but there he had 
the artifice to feign madneſs; and ſerabled 
and tore on the doors of the king's gates like a 
beaſt, let his ſpittle drive] down his beard, and 
detorming. himielt ſo much that when he was 
brought before Achiſh, he ſaid unto his ſervants, 
ver. 14 © Loyou ſee the man is mad, why therefore 
© have you brought him unto me? have I need 
ver. 15 © of madmen in my preſence ? thall this fellow 
% come into my houſe ?” And fo they diſmiſſed 
him, and a lucky eſcape I think he had. I am 
apt to think a pits: gon would mot have fared ſo 

well in Iſrael, mad or not mad. | 
Chap. 22. David when he eſcapes from thence, goes to 


the cave Adullam, what country that is in is 


not expreſs'd, however it is not ſo far off, nor 

ſo private; but his? brethren and all his fathers 

houſe hearing of it, go down thither to him, 
ver. 2, and not them only, but © likewiſe every one 
| that was in diſtreſs, and in debt, and was dif- 
c contented, gathered themſelves unto him.” 
What he could do for their relief, that was in ſo 
much trouble himſelf, I know nct. I wonder Saul 
did net find him out among the reſt, But ſo it is told 
that theſe people, or banditti, gathered them- 
ſelves about him, to the number of 400 
men, making him their captain, and ruter. 
Aſter which he goes over to Miz pah, of Moab, 
and aſks leave of the king, to let him and all 
thoſe about him fectle there, and his requeſt is 
granted. Rut rhe prophet Gad, adviſes him to 
depart, (ſor remſous not known, ) and return to the 
land of judah, and he did 1c, and came tothe 
foreſt of Hareth. Now we read of A 
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and ſixty- five other prieſts, being by Saul's orders 
llain, becauſe he thought they were confederates 
with David, and knew where he was, and would 
not diſcover him. Then he joins with the 
Keilires, and refcucth their city from the ra- 
vages of the Philiſtines. But being informed of 
the coming of Saul, and adviſed by the Lord, of 
the treachery of the Keilites he makes his eſcape 
from thence, to Ziph, there dwelling in a wil- 
derneſs, we find Jonathan comes and com- 
forts him, how he came to find him out, we are not 
told, but Saul cannot find him, © tho' he ſeeketh 
& for him every day.” Saul ar length is called 
back from parſuing him, by the Philiftines 
invading his kingdom And David went from 
thence, to dwell in a ſtrong hold at Enged. 
Saul's affairs being over with the Philiſtines 


= 
1 SAM. 
xxiĩi 


SYS 
Chap . 2 J» 


3 
he renews his purſuit of David, who bas Char. 10 


recourſe to hide himſelf in a cave. (Brut I thiak 
it muſt be a pretty large one, to hide him and all his 
men, for we ſball find he has not yet parted from 
them.) however romantic it may appear, but 
Saul comes to the cave too, and goes in like- 
wiſe, but he docs not ſee David; whoſe men, 
that were in the cave with him, perſwade him 
that now was the time for reyenge. But we 
find he only cuts off privately the ſkrt of his coat, 
and repents that he did that, becuuſe he was bis 
maſter and one of God's anointed. However he 
calls after him, when he was going our, letting 
him know that he had been in his power, and 
was far from being that enemy to him as he 
thought. Saul acknowledges his fault, and con- 


cludes by ſaying, © the Lord reward thee for ver. 19 


the good thou haſt done unto me this day. 
And now behold, I know well that thou ſhalt 
& be king over Iſrael. Swear now therefore 
by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my 
ſeed after me. And David did fo.” After 


this 
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XXV. 


a nd 
Chap 25. 


Chap. 26. 


ver. 9. 


ver. 10. 


Chap. 27. 


oer THER 
this oath being ſworn by David, Saul returns 
home, and David and his men to their Cave. 

We next read of the death of Samuel, with 
David's arrival at Paran, Where he ſends Nabal 
a complimental greeting, and Nabal ſends him 
a churliſh anſwer, which ſo incenſes him that 
he has a thought of killing him, bur he is pact- 
fied by Abigail Nabal's Wife. Soon after Na- 
bal dies, and David marries his widow, he here 
alſo taketh to wife Ahinoam, of Jezreel. We 
are now likewiſe informed that Davids fornier 
wife, (Saul's daughter) is given to one Phalti, 
the ſon of Laiſh, Saul notwithſtanding his lare 
ſolemn promiſe of1econciliation ſtill perlecuteth 
David. | 

David here comes privately into Saul's camp, 
finding him faſt afleep, Abithai tempts him to 
flay him, or to let him do it; but he doth not cone 
ſent, ſaying, © who can ſtretch his hand our 
& againft the Lord's anointed and be guiltleſs?“ 
yet he makes an odd ſpeech after, lor he ſays, 


(he he wont,) © as the Lord liveth the Lord 


ce ſhall ſmite him.” We find he only takes 
away his ſpear, and cruiſe of water, and re- 
proves Abner for his neglect ot duty, in not keep- 
ing better watch, Saul being acquainted with 
his late ſituation, again maketh acknowledge- 
ment of his fault, > promiſeth never to diſturb 
him hereafter, ſo they are again reconciled, and 
depart ſeeming friends. 

ut David puts no great confidence in Saul's 
words and tearing one day or other he ſhould 


. periſh by his hands, ſays, “there is nothing bet- 


ver 1, 


&« ter for me, than rhat I ſhould ſpeedily return 
& into the land ot the Philiſtines. So he and 
© the men that were with him, to the num- 
c berof 600 went over to Achiſh king of Gath 
It is a very tmaccoumtable reſolve I think, to fly to 

4 


LIFE or Kine DAVID. 


a country, he ſo late vas obliged to feign bimſelf mad, 1 SAM. 


in order to make bis eſcape from. 7 ut ſo it is re- 


corded, and more, for he hath the afſurance to go 


to the king, to aſk him for a city and land to 
ſettle in, (as if he had done them all the ſervice in 
the world) and the king we find as toolifhly 

rants his requeſt, likewiſe having great confi- 
— his valour makes him chiet captain of his 
hoſt. David does not abuſe the truſt repoſed 
in him, is very ſucceſsful, in the wars of the 


Philiſtines, for it is ſaid,“ he marched againſt yer. 3. 


„ the Amalekites and other nations,“ (ich 
whom they were then waring, his own country 
not excepted, “ unmercifully deſtroying every 


& thing he laid his hands on, left neither man, ver. gr 


& or wonian alive, in all their countries. 


About this time we are informed of Saul's Chap. 28 


going tothe Witch of Endor, (I have no great 
faith in things of this ſort. I cannot believe the my- 
ſteries of futurity, were ever revealed to human 
knewledoe, and all pretenſions to it, when they come 
to be thoroughly examined will be ſure to diſſolve 
into ſuperſtition and ignorance. If we peruſe all things 
recorded in antient hiſtory, either ſacred or prephane, 
we find that the world in former ages were very liab/e 
to be impoſed on and extreamly credulous of every 
thing of marvelous appearance, not giving themſelves 
the trouble to examine its cauſe or poſſibility. But 
we are no ways obliged at this time of 9 nov 
learning is more diſfuſed, and our underſtanding s 
thereby more enlightned, to continue in that darłneſs 
our forefathers did, who knew no better. We find no 
nec romances, lconjurers, wizards, ſeers, witches, pre- 
tended prophets, and ſpeaking oracles, at theſe times 
fence the bright (un of reaſon and philoſophy bas dart- 
ed its rays upon our minds, ſuch ignorant de luſions 
vaniſh into ſmoak, they are gone, and I can affirm, 
will be heard of no more. However to go on with 
the ſtory without further digreſſion, we _ 
au 


16 
"1 SAM, 
xi vii. 


ver II. 


ver. 14 


ver- 16. 


| a: VIEW of uur 

Saul went to this witch, and it was during the 
time that David was with the Philiſtines, and 
when they marched down upon the lirazlices, 
Saul thereby being in great ſtraits, applies to 
the Lord for relief but the Lord anſwers him not, 
neither by Dreams, nor by rim, nor by pro- 
Phets. Being thus forſaken by God, over- 
whelmed with fear and deſpair, and withal wil- 
ling to know his deſtiny, poor Saul at laſt ap- 

lies to this witch. When he comes ro her, 

e aſks him © who ſhe ſhall bring up unto him? 
And he ſaid, © bring me up Samuel.” which 
we find ſhe did, and then, and not till then, as 
great a witch as ſhe was, knew that it was Saul 
that applied to her, on which ſhe was ſore afraid 
of Saul; becauſe he had iſſued out an order 
tor deſtroying all the witches in his kingdom, 
but he promiſing her ſafety, ſhe proceded; 
then he aſks her what ſhe ſaw, and ſhe tells him 
the ſaw Gods aſcending cut of the earth. And he 
laid unto her, what form is he of © meaning 
Samuel I ſuppole, (but this is making Samuel a 
God,) and ſhe ſd, can old man cometh up, 
* and he is covered witha mantle.” And Saul 
perceived it was Samuel, and bowed himſelf. 
and Samuel faid to Saul, *“ Why haſt thou diſ- 
& quiered me, by the means of this wicked wo- 
« man, to bring me up?” 1? is no ways agrecableto 
reaſon, that it is, or ever was, in the power of any ſuch 
as thoſeto diſturb the reſt of a departed ſoul, upon any 
occaſion whatever, ) however to go on, Saul pite- 
ouſly anſwers him, © I am fore diſtreſſed tor the 
„ Philiſtines make war againſt me, and God has 
& departed from me, ſo I have called to thee in 
ce the depth of my Affliction, that thou mayeſt 
«© make known unto me, what I ſhall do.” But 
Samuel inſtead of adviſing or comforting him, 
ſternly anſwer, *wheretore then doſt thou aſk of 


ce me, ſeeing the Lord is departed from thee, 
s « and 
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ce and the Lord hath done to him as he ſpake 1 SAM. 
« by me.” Any one would from the above be xxviii. 
apt to think, Samuel adreſſed ſuch part of verſe WWW. 
17 to the Witch, “for the Lord hath rent the ver. 13. 
& kingdom our of thine hand, and given it to 

- © thine neighbour, even to David,” (I ſuppoſe 
meaning he would do it, for he had not done it 
yet.) here he uſes a plea, which certainly is de- 
grading the maſter from whom he ſeems com- 
miflioned, the text runs thus, verſe 18, Becauſe er. 18 
thou obeyedſt not the voice of the Lord, nor 
& execuredit his fierce wrath upon Amalek, 
© therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto 
& the this day.” Meaning the ſeed of Amalek, for 
Aale as I objerved befere lived in the time of 
Moſes ; why the gbojt of Samuel ſhould expreſs bim- 
ſelf in that manner is very ſtrange, when he knew 
that Saul bad /lain the Amalerites, as expre/s'd iu 
the 15th chapter, and pared none then but Aras their 
king, and to appeaſe God, bim be ſurrendered up, ac- 
cording to bis diretlions, and was by him /lain in 
G Therefore what could he do more f never» 
theleſs, after ſuch unjuſt acculation he tells him, 
© Moreover the Lord will allo deliver lirael ver. 19. 
© with thee into the hands of the Philiſtines, and 
© tomorrow ſhalt thou and thy ſons be with me.” 
Bur we don't find that true, tor one of Sul's 
ſons Iſhboſheth is after wards made king, how- 
ever by this falſe prediction, unhappy Saul tal 
ſtraightway all along on the earch in a fic of 
deſpair; thus is an end put to this allecting in- 
ter view and improbable tale. | 
The next account reſpecting our champion is, 
his being ſtill in the ſervice of the Philiſtines 
marching at the head of them, againſt his own \ 
country, (Iſrael) but the heads ot the people 
ow jealous and they perſwade Achiſh their | 

ing to diſmiſs him, which he does accordingly, 
With the ſame readineſs as he took him into his 
- D | ſer vice, 
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1 SAM. ſervice, after ſpeaking in commendation of his 
xxix, fidelity, &c. then it fays, ©* So Pavid ard his 
* men role up early in the mornine,” 4 
ver 41. what is ſtrange, ) c to return into the land ot tive 
c Philiſtines. I houii be glad to know, how that 

is geing away from them © Or how be could return to 

a land be was never out of © But the beft conſtruction 

I can put tpn the meaning of the words is, that be 

went to the City of Ziglag; the place Achiſb bad 

given him and his pecple to dwell in. 

Chap. 30. Pur we find before he arrived the Amalekites 
had invaded it and ſet it on fire. How they could 
ſet ut on fire, when they were ſo lately all deſtraoyed 

by Saul, caanot ca be accounted for. Nay after 
that David himſelj, while be was inthe ſervice of the 
Philif*;nes, a third time deſtroys them; for it lays in 
chapter 27, he left them“ neither man or wo- 
& man aiive inall their country. Sure they grew 
tpriike_aſparagus or muſhrooms, cut down one day 
and ſpraug u zext. However, either true or 
talle, they are here alive again, ſetting fire to 
this town of David's, ¶ jet they jpewed more mercy 

then the Iſraelites did to them, for they ſpared the 

lis ofthe women and children only ta%ag them cap- 
trve) But David ſoon atterby the atliftance of 

a treacherous Egyptian ſuddenly ſurpriſes them 

ver. 17. in their career, “ and ſmites them from the 
© twilight, even unto the evening of the next 
& day, and there eſcaped not a man of them, ſave 
& 400 young men, Which rode upon camels 
< and fled.” By which meaus recovering all the 
women, children, and goods unhurt. After- 
wards they divide the ipoil of their enemies 
amongſt them. 

Chap. zi. The Philiſtines however bear hard upon Saul 
and his ſons, flaying Jonathan, Abinadab, and 
Malchithua, atterwards wounding Saul himſelf. 

Then ſaid Saul unto his armour bearer, © Draw 
c thy 1word and thruſt me through — 

| | e 
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cc [eſt theſe uncircumciſed come and thruſt me 1 SAM. 
ce through and abuſe me; but his armour-bearer xi. 
© would not, for he was ſore afraid; therefore 
& Saul took a {word and fell upon it. And when 
& his armour-bearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he 
< tell likewiſe upon his tword, and died with 
ce him“ 
Thus we find an end of this unhappy man, 
the firſt king that ever reigned - over Iſtael, 
choſen and anointed by God, fee chap, x. 1. 
We are told he loſt God's tavour by ſaving the 
lite of Agag, a ſucceſſor of Amalek, tho he ſa- 
crificed him after toi an atonement ; unreaſon- 
able as this may appear, 10 it is related, and 
on that account, God is ſaid to have repented 
making him King, chap. xv. 11. [ don't like 
that. word, Repent. It is beneath the dignity of 
God, that be jhomd do any thing, and repeat of it 
after he has done, it is putting bim on a level with 
tbe weakneſs of man. But fo it is expreſſed and 
troin that time_torward “ che ſpirit of rhe Lord 
“ deparred from Saul, meaning juppoſe a good 
ſpirit, & and an evil ſpirit from the Lord trou- 
bled him ;” ſo here we find both forts of ſpirits 
to come from God; which is a point net ea/ily to be 
aſſerted or denied. However, in that ſituation he 
remained, and no repentance could alter bis fate, 
till the day ot his death, which mult be about 
15 years; tor we find David to be 33 years 
old, when he ſucceeded him, and David could 
not be above 15 or 18 by the deſcription given 
of him, when he came into Saul's ſervice. / think 
it is a pity, if God was ſo much di/plea/ed with him, 
as to repent ſo many years making him king, that bs 
did not ſconer cut bim off to eſtabliſh his favourite. 
Certainly it laid in bis power ſo to do as well as 
. anvint bim king. Why he did not, ſeeing he was 
not to be moved by Sauls repentance, /ecms 4 
matter of, ſome wonder. 
| D 2 But 
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2 SAM. 


ii. 


A VIEW 5 THE 


Bnt to -— in 2. Sam. Chap 1 we find 
the Amalekite or Egyptian for the country of the 


SY Amalekires is bordering on F gypt, that ſerved 


Chap. 2 * 


ver. 9 


David in his late ſucceſs in the recovery of his 
women and effects, and who brought him the 
news of Saul's overthrow, is in recompence for 
his ſervices, ungratefully ſlain alſo and then 
he mourns for the death of Saul 7 days. 

God then directs him to go to Hebron, and 
there the men of Judah anoint him King over 
them, in the 33d year of his age. Bur Abner 
(Saul's uncle and captain of his hoſt) took Iſh- 
boſheth (Saul's ſon © and he made him King over 
& Gilead, and over the Aſhurites, and over ſezrecl, 
and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over 


Kall Ifrael”. I don't know bow Jſpbeſheth fhould be 


alive, for we read Saul and his ſons were all /(ain 
Ly the Philiſtines, or hom Abncr him ei be living, 
being SauPs uncle, tor iſt ot Chron. x. 6, lays, 
& So Saul died, and his three ſons, and all his 
ce houſe died together”. If we look into the x 
Chron. viii. 33. where there is an account of the 
ſtock of Saul's family, no ſuch name as Iſh- 
boſheth is there mentioned. For ir ſays © Ner 
« beget Kiſh, and Kiſh begat Saul, and Saul 
ce begat Jonathan, and Malchiſhua, and Abina- 
« dab, and Iſhbaal.” In the 1 Sam. xxxi. 2. 
(where it mentions Saul's ſons to be ſlain, ) it 
-only ſpeaks of Jonathan, Abinadab, and Mal- 
chithua. But in this 2d. chap. of 2. Sam. we 
find Iſhboſheth particularly mentioned, being 
made King in the goth year of his Age, and he 


reigned two years, during which time, there was 


Chap. 3. 


continual war between him and David. But 
Abner at laſt meeting with a rebuke from Iſh- 
boſherh, which galled him, concerning Rizpah, 


his fathers concubine, he revolreth to David 


and came to him in Hebron, with 20 men along 
with him. 5 
9 


And 
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And David made them a feaſt, after waich 2 SAM. 
Abner ſays, „I will arriſe and go, and gather , 
all lirael unto my Lord the King, that they 
may make a league with thee, and that thou ver- 21. 
„ mayeſt reign over all that thine heart de- 

& fireth.“ Alter which he departs from David, 
to put what he promiſed into execution. Then 
we are iniormed Joab, David's nephew, and 
captain of his hoſt,) returning from battle, is 
diſpleaſed with David's proceedings, and won- 
ders at his weakneſs to believe what Abner 
ſhould fay, and rells him he came to deceive; 
whereupon Meſſengers are ſent after Abner 
who overtake him, with whom he returns to 
Hebron, where joab, treacherouſly taking him 
aſide in a gateway to ſpeak to him, ſmites him 
under the 5th rib, that he died. It is /aid this 
was done unknown to David, but [ doubt it. Chap. 4- 

Ihboſheth andall [irael hearing of Abners death 
are troubled. Baanah and Rechab, two of I- 
boſheth's, captains, while their king one day lay 
in tleep, kill him, an1 bring rhe head ro David. 

He rewards them as he did the Amalekite who 
brought him the head of Saul, for he orders 
them to be ſlain likewile. 

On Iſhboſheth's death David is made king Chap. 5. 
over ail Iſrael. Here is a trange miſtake in the 
lite of Ihbojheth, for if David immediately ſucceeded 
him onthe throne, be could not be king over Hebron, 
above two years before it happened, that being the 
length of the reign of Iſhboſheth, tor they both began 
to reigu together, upon the death of Saul, one over 
Hebron and the other Judah, whereas ſeveral places 
mentions be was /eyen years king over Hebron, 
before he was over all Irael. Soon after his Chap. 6. 
being King we are intormed of ferching the Ark | 
trom Kirjath- jearim, in a new cart, and one Uzza 
only tor putting forth his hand in order to keep 
it ſteady, becauſe I ſuppoſe he was net one of the. 
Levitical tribe, it is ſaid that God ſmote him for 


his 
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2 SAM, his error, and he died by the fide of the ark. I 


look upon this as a piece of aule ſuperſtition and Idcla- 


AV try, and I ſee no dif/ erence between people's ſetting an 


image of ftone or braſs up to warſhip it, than theſe 

Iſraelites to think or believe, that the God of Heaven 
can reſide in their trunk, or ark as they call it, and 
be wheeled alout in a cart. In ſbort the people 
are not to be blamed (being ignorant) but the wicked 
priefts ought to be puniſhed, who invent ſuch things 
to the great diſhonour of God. We find they will 
all do it to this day, where they can; as witneſs the 


ſuperſtitious ceremonies of the Romiſh prieſts, eſpecially 


their carrying the bot of late to flop the fiery 
eruption of Mount Veſuvius. To read the deſcription 
of the proceſſion, and the credulity of the people, 
it's aſtouiſbing to think, that mankind at this time of 
day can be jo blind and gray ignorant, as not ta ſce 
thro their delujjons. I fancy thediſcovery of the craftt- 
neſs of the Jejuits, will in time open the eyes of thoje 
countries, but it's not only there, but the whole world, 
I may ſay, is deceived by theſe avaricions Impoſtors. 


Tale a view of Turkey and parts adjacent, you will 
nd the ſame deceit carried on there, in the cauſe of 


Mahomet, and they are taught to believe all men are 


infidels, but milſſelmen, and will cut a chriſtians 


throat becauſe he is not of their faith. The catholic 
will do the ſame to them, and even to another chriſ- 
tian, providing he is of another ſetf. If we look to 
India we find it different from etther, the bramin 
there thinks be does right by preftrating bimſelf jo 
many times a day in the pagoda, or putting himſelf in 
ſome painſul 1 for a length of time before ſome 
tmcouth fieure there decked with rich jewels, but no- 
thing is done without an offering, and that delivered 
to the prieſt. He beftows it, be tells you, to the fer- 
vice of ged, but the invention doubtleſs is for hingelf, 
to make a ſkew, theſe images en certain days are 
carried al cui on mens ſhoulders, as the Jjraelites car- 


riedtheir ark, or the Catholics their bot, Thus you 
| | ſee 
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fee they all vary in ceremony, tho no great difference ,, 8AM. 
in goodne(s ; they have each their prophets and divine vi 
revelations, and their modes of religion are framed WV 
according. As to the true knowledge of God they 
take Ut little pains to inſtrutt them. My opinion 
is that if we want to ſee God, we muſt look for 
him, where he is to befound and univerſally known, 
not in the ark of the Iſraelites, or in the hoſt of the 
Catholics, but in an honeſt and upright heart, t hat 
adores him in contemplation, and praiſes him for the 
wonders of his creation, there is no need for ſuper- 
naturals to ereate our aftoniſhmont, the works of na- 
ture are ſufficient. But to return to the hiſtory, we 
find after fetching the ark from this place David 
is very ſucceſstul in waring with the Philiſtines, 
the Ammonites and others. 
Here David has the kindneſs to take notice of Chap g. 
a fon of Jonathan's, named Mephiboſheth, and 
ſays, © I will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs, for Jo- ver. 1 | 
c nathan thy ſather's ſake, and will reſtore thee | 
c all the land of Saul thy father, and thou ſhalt 
cat at my table continually.” But if we look 
into the iſt, ot Chron. viii 34, where is the ſtock 
ot Saul and [onathan's family, we find no men- 
tion of this Mephiboſheth, and that he had but 
one ſon, and that was named Merribbaal. Whe- 
ther Mephiboſheth received this favour of being 
reinſtated in his fathers eſtate we know not. | 
The next thing of confequence is David's p. 11 = 
committing adultery, with Bathſheba, the wife * 
of Uriah; it runs thus: * And it came to pals in 
an evening tide that David aroſe from his bed er 2. 
* and walked upon the roof of the kings houſe, 
& and from the roof he ſaw a woman waſhing | 
„ herlelt, and the woman was very beautiful 
© to look upon, and David ſent and enquired 
alter the woman, and one faid, is not this 
„ Barhſheba, the daughter of Eliam, the Witz 
« of Uriah, the Hittite?” He orders her to be 
| brought 
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1. 


ver 8. 


ver. 15 


Ver. 24. 


2 SAM. 


piece of treachery and baſene)s as ever was commiti ed 
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brought unto him and ſhe accordingly came, he 
then lies with her and we find after that ſhe con- 
ceives, wherof ſhe informs David of her fi- 
tuation, who ro conceal what he had done, de- 
fires Joab to ſend Uriah to hint and when he 
comes he diſſembles with him, ,af king how Joab 
did? and how the people did? and how the war 
proſpeted ? at laſt, to gain time, not knowing 
what to do with him, he ſays “ go down to thy 
& houſe and wath thy feet, a mighty . /imple put 
of He departs from his preſence accordingly, the 

ing then lends after him a meſs of meat. 1 /up- 
poſe that is to flop bis mouth, but we don't find he 
obeys the king's order ot going home tor the 
next verſe informs us that he ta ried and ſlept 
in the outer apartments of the kings houte with 
his lords ſervants, It is a wonder this diſobedience 
did not coft him his life eſpecially as David wanted 
to get rid of him. Vet we find he did not proceed 
againſt him in that way neither could he make 
him go home either drunk or ſober. However 
one morning ſoon after, David, (this man after 
God's own | 2 is detected in an action, ſuch 
as even our preſent Eaſt India Nabobs, would 
corn, for he ſends this innocent man with a letter 
to his truſty ſervant Gebe the l tter in the text 
runs thus, Set ye Uriah in the tore- front of 
the horeſt battle, and retire ye from him, that 
© he may be ſmitten and die.“ Joab receives the 
letter accordingly obeys the orders, lending 

r Uriah to battle where he is lain, Joab to 
conceal the black deſign of the king's, from the 


knowledge of the people, arttuly bids the mei- 


ſenger that was to carry the news. to the kingot 
his death ſay, and the ſhooters ſhot item 


off the wall upon thy ſervants, and ſome ol the 


ce kings ſervants be dead, and thyſervant.Unah 
© the Hittite is dead alſo,” This is à maſ: er- 


and 
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au, quite „ to be a Fed by God's anointed. 2 8A M. 
After this, he makes Barhſheba his wife, and ix. 
ſhe becomes the mother of Solomon. David, We 
find, repents, and Nathan, from the Lord, tells 
him, that his fin is forgiven him. The ſtory of 
the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Abſa- 
lom, 'as they are no way appettaining to the 
coaduct of David, I ſhall paſs by. Tamar 1 
pity, Amnon and Abſalom met with the fate 
they deſerved. Yet there are many inconſiſt- 
encies in their ſtories. - | ; 
T The next relation of any conſequence is the 
ſlaying of Amaſa, perpetrated by Joab, tho? bis 
Brother, in a very treacheruus manner, and for 
a very tritling fault; but undoubtedly by Da- 
vid's order. | Tu 
Next we read, © Then there was famine in 
£6 the days of David, three years, year after f. 21. 
year, and David enquired of the Lord, what 
b© it was for; and the Lord anſwered, It is for 
e Saul, and tor his bloody houſe, "becauſe he 
* ſlew the Gibeonires.” This is worthy of 
notice, as if God ſbould puniſh David his anointed, 
and his favourite people, with a three years famine, 
for that which was committed in the days of Saul, 
indeed it is femilar to the caſe of the Amalekites, in 
the time of Agag, for a fault committed by Am,, 
ages before their time, as before obſerved ; it does 
not Hand to reaſon that God ſhould act to us in this 
manner; beides it is not recorded, as I can ſiaa, 
that Saul did any ſuch thing, be offended God, it 
' is ſaid, by being too merciful ; but if this charge 
againſt bim be true, the next verſe ſhows, be ard 
it out of zeal to jerve God. and the houſe of Iſrae!, 
for doubtleſs, he thought it no more a /in to ſlay the 
tnc ircumtiſcd, than a Catholie would one, ubm be 
calls a Heretic, However, it fays, tnat David 
| ſends for the Gibeonites, and ſpeaks to them; 
What ſhall I do for you? and wherewirh _ 
| 'E | „ thal ! 


Chap. 20. 
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2. SAM. © ſhall T make the atonement, that ye may; 


xxl. 
1 


ver. 3. 


cc bleſs the inheritance of the Lord? And the 
& Gibeonites ſaid unto him; Let ſeven men of 
& Sauls ſons be delivered unto us, and we will 
& hang them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of 
„% Saul, whom the Lord did chuſe. And the 
« king ſaid, I will give thee them. But he 


“ ſpared Mephiboſheth, ſon of Jonathan, becauſe 


ver 8. 


ver. 21. 


& of the oath between them. But the king took 
& the two ſons of Rizpah, (whom ſhe bare unto 
cc Saul) which was Armoni and Mephiboſheth, 
cc and the five ſons of Micah (the daughter of 
« Saul) which ſhe bore to Adriel ; and deliver- 
ed them up all ſeven into the hands of the 
& Gibeonites, and they - hanged them on the 
c hill before the Lord.“ How is this agree- 
able to his oath? in ſwearing to Saul, that 
« he would not cut off his ſeed after him. 
By this we find David flicks to his promiſe in no- 
thing. | 5 wy 

We now read of another giant of Gath, who 
fights with one Jonathan, ſon of Shimea, Da- 
vid's brother; we read in 1 Sam. xvii. ot none 


of his brothers bearing that name, unleſs it be 


Shammah, which is a little like it. However, 


it ſays, © And there was yet a battle in Gath, 
c where was a man of great ftature, that had 


& on every hand ſix fingers, and on every foot 
<« fix toes, four and twenty in number, and he 
c alſo was born to the giant. And when he 
ec defied Iſrael, Jonathan, rhe ſon of Shimea, 
ce the brother of David, flew him.” Here allo 
is three more giants ſlain. I think David and 


bis family bad great ſucceſs in giant-Rilling. But 


among the liſt of David's warriors, none exceeds 


Iſhhobeam the Tachmonite, chief of his cap- 
f Fink br 


rains, for he lifred up his ſpear againſt eig 


hundred of his enemies, whom he flew ar one 


time; indeed 1 Chron. xi. 11. is modeſter and 
N ä makes 
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makes the number only three hundred ;.Abiſhai 2 SAM: 
(Joab's, brother) alſo kills 300 at one time with xxi. 


is ſpear. 


Here likewiſe David longs 'to drink the wa- 
at Bethlehem, which place I find 
the hands of the Philiſtines, and they 


ter of a 
is now 


are there in garriſon; for it ſays, © And David yer. 14. 


« was then in an hold, and the garriſon of the 
© Philiftines was then in Bethlehem. And Da- 
vid longed and ſaid, oh, that one would give 
£ me drink of the water of the well of Bechle- 
* hem, whichis by the gate.“ It is very ſtrange 


how the Philiſtines came to be in poſſeſſion of 


Bethlehem, when David had ſo great a victory, 
in the 1oth verſe, where it ſays, ** And 
< he aroſe and ſmote the Philiſtines, until his 


{© hand was weary, and his hand clave unto 


* his ſword, and the Lord wrought a great 
« victory that day ;” and this place ſo near his 


ver. 15. 


own city; however co pleaſe the king and ſhow , 


a zeal tor his ſervice, three of his mighty men 


break through the army of the Philiſtines, draw - 


water and bring it to him; then whimlically 
enough, hc refuſes drinking, and throws it on 
the ground, as it is ſaid, unto the Lord, alrho' 
the men had riſqued their lives to fetch it; 
this certainly is one of the moſt abſurd of all florics. 


We are next informed of a peſtileace, it favs, Chap 24. 


* And again the anger of the Lord was kin- 
* dled againſt Hracl, and he moved David a- 
*© -gainſt them to jay, go, number Itrael and 
„ judah.” What harm that was we know nor, 
but it is there expreſled to be done by God's 
order; tho? it we look into 1 Chron. xvi. 1. the 


ver. 1. 


order, we ſhall find, proceeds from a contrary 
power, for there it lays. ** And Satan flood up 


e againſt Iſrael, and proyoked David to pum- 
*© ber Itrael.“ Which of the tWO David took 
his orders trom, we know not, but we find God 

- E 2 18 
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ver 16. 
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2 SAM. is diſpleaſed icli him for ſo doing; he ſmiteing 


xiv. Iſrael for it with a famine. Tis is a-charming 


LAY deſeviption of God's goodneſs. 9:67 "Wd 
We ſtill find David in his uſual-way,: finning 
ver. 10. and repenting, ſaying to the Lord I have 
© finned greatly, in that I have dont und now 
„I peſeech thee, O Lord, take away the ini - 
“e quity of thy ſervant, for I have done very 
“ fooliſhly.” But we don't find God forgives 
bim, though the firſt account ſays, he moved 
him ro do it. God is made to be ſo angry with 
David for this, as he will not any more ſpeak 
ro him, as he uſed to do, face to face, but he 
empioys an agent, one Gad (David's ſeer) to 
carry on the correſpondence between them, and 
accordingly bids him tell David, he muſt make 
his choice ot three evils, which he thall ſend 
upon him, which are, either “ ſeyen years fa- 
ver-13- mine, or three months to be deſtroyed by his 
< toes, or three days peſtilence.” David, we 
find, {ends word back by the ſeer, that hechoſe 
three day's peſtilence, ſooner chuſing to lay at 
his mercy than man's. So it ſays, the Lord 
jenr a peſtilence upon Iſrael, deſtroying 70,000 
innocent people, becauſe their king ſent Joab 
ro number them. Can any reaſonable being think 
this to be true, that God ſboula puniſh the innocent, 
and let the guilty eſcape 5 tor we don't find, that 
David himielt was afflicted. Afterwards it ſays, 
And when the angel ftrerched out his hand 
© upon Jeruſalem to deſtroy it, the Lord re- 
c penred him of the evil, and faid to the angel 
that dettroyed the people, it is enough, Ray - 
*© now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord 
«© was by the thrething place of Araunah, the 
„  Jebuſice. (En 1 Chron, xxi. 1's, this is called 
the threſhing floor of Ornan.) * And David 
« ſpake unto the Lord, When he ſaw the angel 
ce that ſmote the people, and ſaid, lo, I 


ce have 
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n have done wickedly, bat ., Nt OM 


„ theſe. ſheep, what ſg wp done? Let wy 
& thine hand pry che me and IE 4 
«- againſt m | 3 1, 


ſendeth a by the ſeer, hy God wy not 
peut to bim, that David ſhould ſet u 
. wy 4 10 ke Which he 

and he did ſo; for ve 30 
ſhekels of ſilver, but if We look to 1 * 
xi. 25. he gave 600ſhekels of gold by weight. 
4 vaſt difference in value this { | 

The number that Joab' brings of che people 
bere i is, Iſrael 800,000,. and in Judah $00,000, 
which is in all x,300,000; but in the Chroni- 
cles, it is recorded, that the number exceeds: 
the other by 29,000, for there it * in Iſrael ES 
1,100,000, and in 2 410,000 ; both added 

makes 1,570,000. Thus you ſee three contraditiions / 
in theſe u accounts in the 1 Chron. xxi. and | 
Sam. xxiv. | 
We find after this in che firſt of Kings, that i 
David grows old, and Adonijah his darling ſon | = 
uſurpeth the crown, but by che counſel of Na- 
than, Bathſheba moverh the king to renew his 
promiſe in favour of his ſon Solomon and David 
did ſo, and cauſed Zadoc the prieſt, and Nathan 
the prophet to anoint and 2 oclaim him king 
over Iſrael, upon which P Jah gives up his 
point and yields. 

Atterwards: David zins to prepare mate 
rials tor building a temple to the Lord, on the 
chreſhing floor of Ornan, and giveth charge to 
his ſon Solomon to finih it; which, we read 
of afterwards, he compleated i in a labour of 20 
years, according to a plan, we are told, laid 
down by God. I allou the Almighty to be a great. 
architect, but cannot agree with his being à modeller. 

Bae We read of nothing more concerning: | 
vid worthy e but that when he 
0 comes 1 


bor 
fern 


* 


= 
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1 KINGS comes near to his latter end, he ſends for his ſor 


Solomon, and, among other things,'.exhortert 


dim to put to death ſoab and Stimei; why he 
5 0 gave ſuch orders for Joab was, it 1s ſaid, becauſe 


* 
© / hs, © 11 


he ſlew Abner and Amaſa. 


- Tthigk it very range if he. was dipleaſed with 


abs, attions in that reſpett, he did not puniſh him 
f when. he. did it. But 2we find. Joab too 27 


1 
4. 


duiceable to him to do that, for be knew be could not 


Ao without him in moſt of bis enterprixes, for he 


was his night band, and faithfulle# ſervant that he 
bad. And if we examine. his life all throughout we 
ball ſee whatever be did amiſs, or ated with any 
treachery, was with no other intent hut to ſerus his 
muſter, as for his killing his brother Amaſa, if you 
laok into the 2 Sam. xx. you will there find he com- 


mitted that murder, by David's expreſs orders, ſo 


that accuſation was 75 pretence,' to favour his cun 
innecence, and the order he gives to his ſou Solomon 


to pat him to death, is a piece of Sha greg baſeneſs 


and ingratitude, às vas ever heard of, but it is no 
more than he bas requited others, for their ſervice 
before. As for Shimei that is an affair almoſt as bad 
for he had offended David in former times. We find 
when he had ſubmitted himſelf, and fell down 
betore him, when he was paſſing over Jordan, 
2 Sam. Xix. 23. ©* therefore the king ſaid unto 
& Shimei, thou ſhalt not die, and the king ſware 
© unto him.” After that David takes him to 
Jeruſalem with him, and there makes him an 
officer, in his ſervice. 1 Chron xxvii. appoints 
his chief over his vineyards. Zet notuithſtanding 
all this you ſee he maliciou/ly and treacheroyjly breaks 
his oath to him, and bids his ſon, to bring his 
* hoary head down to the grave with blood.“ 
After theſe ignominious orders we find he dies. 
And thus is the end of this remarkable man, after 
a reignof 40 years, in the 13d year of his age. Re- 
corded to be God's anointed, and a Man AFTER 


Gop's 


8 


PS. 
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ot ſuch a character, I ſhall leave any one to 
jndge, that carefuly read his hiſtory. I ſhould 
be glad to know who was his biographer or 
biographers, in the different accounts we read of 
him, in the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chro- 
nicles. As for the books of Samuel, whence moſt 


of his biftory is taten from, I can prove were 


never wrote by the prophet Samuel, for he dies 
in the 25 chapter oſ the firſt book, in the days of 
Saul, ſo it is impoſſible, he ſhould give an ac- 
count of king David who reigned atter his time, 
or be the author of any thing related paſt the 
. 14th chapter of the firſt hook, much more the 
ſecond, beſides the words mentioning, the Lord 
ſpake unto Samuel, and Samuel ſpake unto the Lord, 
are expreſſions plainly ſhewing it to be anorhe! 
ons writing, otherwiſe it would be, the Lord 
[pake unto me, and I ſpake unto the Lord, likewiſe 
the ſame obſervation may be made on the 5th 
book ſaid to be wrote by Moſes, where it like- 
-wiſe ſays, the Lord ſ pate unto Moſes, ſaying; and 
Moſes ſaid unto the Lord. And the book of Deu- 
reroimony mentions the age and death of Moſes, 
and no man can write down an account of his 
owa death. Theſe remarks' plainly ſhew theſe 
writings are only ' deſcriptions of theſe times, 
wherein thoſe men lived, and wrote by ſome 
other perſon er perſons and in all probabilit 
many ages afrerwards, otherwiſe they. woul 
certainly be more correct. Dr. Hill tells us in 
his book of God and Nature, that Lord Boling- 
- brook queſtions whether the pentateuch was really 
written by Moſes. | And ſays it is not impoſſible theſe 
traditions were compiled after bis times, and re- 
| marks that the relatichs in the old telament are ſo 


contrary to one another and on the whole jo improbia- * 
| ble, that they may all of them be comprehended un- 


der the name fabulors ſtories. Aud this hiſtory I 
f | | think 
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Wi | 
as it is impoſſible to know the meaning, 
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pretty well proves his aſſertion to be true; 


think 


Wich what faith can a reaſonable man rely on 


the authencity of books compiled, and preſerved 
by Egyptian priefts and Jewiſh ſcribes 2 a molt 
crafty and lying race, If we look into the ac- 
counts publiſhed by Smith, in 1946, we ſhall 
there 8 hundred extravagant Traditions 
from the ſewiſh Talmud, we ſhall be amazed; all 
which the Jews believe in, and pur in practice, 
the ridiculous and ſuperſtitious ceremonies be- 
longing to them, even to this day, it is aſtoni- 
ſhing people of their cunning ſhould be ſuch 
dupes to prieſtly artiſicſſe. 1 5 
The ſcriptures is well known were loſt more 
than once, and how they were recovered the lat 
time, is a matter of much doubt, and certainly 
unknown to us, but be that as it will, I don't 
like many paſſages in them, eſpecialy where God 
talks to men and men to God, aad in ſo familiar 
a manner as face to face, and very often on trifling 


. occaſions, and when it tells us all this, with a 


view I ſoppoſe to give us a fuller know- ' 
e of God beyond what we could conceive 
ut it, is done in ſuch a confuſed —_ 


inſtead of making us know him better leads us 


into error, and impoſes an imaginary — 
upon us, fo 


r the true God. Lord Bolingbreo 
ſays, That we cannot believe in Moſes and God, 
whithout diſbelieving that God whom our reaſon de- 


. mon/trates to exif}, reaſon convinces him that there 
is 4 


powerful and wiſe God, but that in the bible be 
does not 2 to * I ſball conclude b remark- 
ing that this hiſtory is very imperfect, the ac- 


counts confuſedly jumbled together without an 
regular ſucceſſion, and as I ſaid before in all 
promboiry wrote ſome Jewiſh ſcribe or 
cribes, many years atter David's time. How- 
ever it is, it docs not reflect much 1 5 
vi 


LIFE or Kine DAVID. 
David or honour to God. As for Solomon, 


his ſucceſſor, and third king of God's anointed, 
the 


notwithſtanding the pains he took in building 
temple to the Lord, and a man reckoned of great 
_ wiſdom and goodneſs, falls from God. in the 
latter end of his days, and worſhips idols. 
Thus we find all theſe three'perſons of God's 
anointing, and with whom he was ſo familiar 
as to talk face to face, and inſtruct them in 
his will, by his own mouth, were after all no bets 
ter, but rather worſe then rhe generality of man- 
kind. Which plainly proves it to be an impo- 
ſition, I cannot credit that God had any hand 
in making either of them kings any more than 


any other monarch or king, in thaſe times. I have 


no notion of thinking, becauſe a prieſt puts oil 
upon a man's head, that God does it. Neither 
do I believe in the dialogues ſaid to paſs between 
God and them; it is below his dignity, and I think 
prophane in any one to aſſert it. 

According as I ſee -the public affected with 
theſe oblervations, I ſhall publiſh ſome other con- 
cerning the accounts given us of the Creation, 
the Deluge, the paſſage of the Tiraclices from 
Egypt to the land ot Canaan, and the lite of Job. 
wherein will be diſcovered, many abſurdities 

not yet noticed, and worthy the ſipeculation of 
all people, who think the belief ot them a neceſ- 
ſary article ot their religion. | 


That the Public ma 7 55 0 | 
ations, the following daily and univer/al Prayer is 
offered to their Conjaderation. 


Father of Heaven, Creator and Governor 

of the univerſe, praiſed be thy name ! 
Endue me, O Lord, with that goodneſs of 
heart, which will enable me to act in this lite 


with that honeſt ſincerity, and uprightneſs of 


conduct 


e of the author's Sen- 
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condutt, as is agreeable to thy fight. Giv me 


. this dgy, I beſeech thee, ſuch a portion of thy be 


nefics, as may be needful and neceſſary, an 
grant whatever the lot may be, I may receive an 
enjoy ir with true gratitude and content. 

rant that thote little frailties that my nature 
is ſubjeEt to, upon proper contrition, may by thy 
mercy be forgiven, 
Suffer me not to retain malice, but to live in 
brotherly love, and charity to all men; and to 
the utmoſt of my abilities, exerciſe a benevolence 
co aſſiſt my fellow creature, and in every reſpe& 
behave myſelf, ſo that at the diſſolution of this 
mortal body, I may be made a partaker of that 
bliſs hereatter, that thou haſt alotted for rhe juſt. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, to whom alone 
belongeth all honour and ' praiſe, for ever and 


ever. Amen. 


"HE Obſervations I have here made, a6 well 


as on divers other parts and paſſages of the 
Scriptures, that may be publiſhed in time here- 
afterʒ are with no other deſign, but to lay open to 
view ſuch relations as are injurious to the honour 
and glory of God; and to try by the touch» 
ſtone of reaſon, whether, or not, they are deſer- 
vivg of the credit, we and our fore-tathers have 
long given them. I think ir is indiſpenſibly the 
duty of every one to exert the faculties of his 
underſtanding in ſearch of divine truth; and, to 
the utmoſt ot our abilities, endeavour to aboliſh 
ſuperſtition and impolition, wherever they are 
to be met with; my capacity to ſuch an under- 
taking, I am- ſenſible is but weak, but ſuch as ir 
is, I believe whoever ſhould have the peruſal of 
theſe lines may meet with ſomerhing which ma y 
poſſibly have paſſed by their obſervation,” and 1f 
ſo they may not altogether deem the peruſal 
loſt time. For my part I am not fond of beleiving 
things for no other reaſon but becauſe they have 
been credited by cuſtom, and ſay to mylelf, I 
won't put myſelt out of my old road; or when 
my eyes diſcover I am cheated, wil fully ſhut 
them up, and ſay I am not. No, I think that is 
not acting as we ought to do. It's a lazineſs of 
:/pirit which we can find no excuſe for. We in 
theſe parts are already wiſe enough to diſcover the 


abſurdities and ſuperſtitious cuſtoms ot the other 


parts of the world. and wonder at the — 
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of mankind to follow them, but do not conſider in 
WE the mean time, that they do it through the cuſtom 
| of their predeceſſors, and if we were to be born 
3 there and not exeri tour reaſon to diſcover falſhood, 
| | we too ſhould act in the fame manner as they do. 
Perhaps there may be a few that may ſee their 
folly as well as we here, bur care 'nor, or dare 
not mention it to others, 1or fear of being rec- 
koned Infideis, and abuſed and thought ill of 
by the unthinking tor ir. For the Mah-meran 
| or the Pagan will caft the fame reflection on him 
| that disbelieves their revers, as the Chriſtian does | 
on rhoſe that differ rom him, thus you ſee that ? 
it is reaſon alone that can point out truth, and if ++ 
we fail in it ſometinies, we have the ſatis fact ion 
to think, that We have done our endeavour and 
more cannot be expected from us, it is neceſſary 1 
before we ground our faith, to examine all things; ' 8 
if they appear jult and trending to God's glory 1 
we ought to honour and eſteem them facred. ur 
it not, they ſhouid be rhrown aſide and not made | | 
; articles ot our faith, J hope no man will think 
becauſe ] ſpeak up in the cauſe of reaſon, that 
Itry thereby to ſutwert religion, no, God knows 
my heart, my mind is bent on the contrary, 
but let reaſon and religion join hand in hand, let | 
no perſwaſion of craity prieits intice you to ſe- 
perate them, let it not be ſaid that it was chance 
only that you was a Chriſtian, or becauſe you was 
born in a Chriſtian country that you are fo, but 
remember by the ſame rule, was you born in 
Turky, you would bea Mahometan;" likewiſe afk . 
reaſon whether you are Tight or no, If ſhe tells 
you that you are, go on, however don't let us 
condemn any one thut we know has a good mean- 
ning, it is my firm belief that he who ſerves 
God according to the dictates of his reaſon, who 
is juſt to his acighbour, and preſerves as = as 
52. . 44 lies 
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lies in his power, a virtuqus life, is as acceptable 
ro the great creator of the univerſe as he thar 
has had the. poſitive injunctions of heaven by 
divine revelation, and doubtleſs, the merey 2 
of God is ſuch, that he connives at the frailt © » 
of mortals, he pities the invincible ignorance of 
ſome, and the fatal neceſſities of others, he 
knows the infinite variety of our bodily-confti- 
tutions and the equally different bent, of our 
ſouls, he conſiders the force of the elements 
and climates wherein he has placed us, and our . 
different diſpoſitions accordingly, | 
- I he whole ſyſtem of human nature, with its 
| : moſt hidden circumſtances, is expoſed to his eyes 
that ſees all things, he is no ſtranger to his own 
works, therefore he requires no more of man, 
than can be expected from the faculties with which 
he has endowed him, neither will he damn any 
man for any involuntary evil, much leſs on the ac- 
q count of his forefathers, which our ſcripture too 
1 . * | often tells us, | | 
| | ' This is my faith, and I believe the true religion, 

I acknowledge the church of England to be very 
fine, in moſt of its rites, and a great deal of good 
ſound moral precepts is therein contained, which 
if the clergy were to confine their preaching to 
thar alone, inſtead of intermixing it with a parcel 
_ oOlabſurdities, and idle tales, they would be 
more inſtructive to their hearers, and men of 
ſenſe and penetration would not abſcond the 
church as they now .d - | 

What man of ſenſe can fit and hear the ſtories 
of Balaam and his aſs, Jonas in the whale's belly, 
Sampſon killing .the Philiſtines with the jaw 
bone of an Aſs, his tying the Foxes together by 
the tails to ſet corn fields on fire; where is 
the inſtruction in ſuch tales > What matters whe- 
ther they axe believed or no? I think the time 
| might 
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| — might 3 rer in God's temple, better . 1 

be es f there is a neceſſity for them 

to come "pr "Wakes: it muſt be needs thought ; 

ſenſe muſt deſpiſe it. However 1 

Woo oe it was end into Engliſh, and 

ſuffered to be read in the church, all thoſe 

blunders, contradiktions, and abſ! urdities es, as I have 
pointed out, ought to have been reftified; and no 

to have been laid open to the yes ** Ty; 

like myſelf, to e e them. 6 #08! 5 
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